THE SINGLE TRANSFERABLE
VOTE
STV is the voting system used to cast and count
your vote at Scottish council elections. It’s a
form of proportional representation which
means that each party’s share of seats in any
given council more closely reflect its share of
overall votes.
STV is a voting system where instead of casting
a single vote for a single candidate; you can
express a list of preferences by numbering the
candidates on your ballot paper 1, 2, 3 and so
on. In Scottish council elections 3 or 4
councillors are elected to the council in your
ward.
For Scottish council elections you will need to
vote using numbers.
Your ballot paper will list all of the candidates
who are standing in to be councillors in your
ward. You will be asked to number the
candidates in order of your choice. E.g. Put the
number 1 in the voting box next to your first
choice. Put the number 2 in the voting box next
to your second choice...and so on.
You don’t have to number every candidate. As
long as you number at least one, your vote will
be counted. If you make a mistake on your ballot
paper then you can ask for a new one.

Scottish Council
Elections—May 4th
2017

Aberdeen City Council
Useful websites:
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/lg2017/

A Guide for Young
Voters

http://www.cosla.gov.uk/council/aberdeencity-council
http://www.gov.scot/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/
modern/uk_gov_politics/gov_sco/
revision/2/
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/
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FAQs
Q. Who can vote?
A. You can vote in this election if you are
registered to vote in Scotland and will
be 16 or over on Thursday 4 May 2017
and are:

A British or Irish citizen, or

A citizen of another
European Union country or,

A Commonwealth citizen
who has leave to remain in
the UK
British citizens living overseas cannot vote in
Scottish council elections.
Q. Why do I need to register?
A. You need to register to be able to vote.
You are not automatically registered.
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WHERE TO REGISTER
You can register to vote at any time prior to
Monday 17th April. However, on 1st March
2017, Aberdeen City’s community libraries will
be providing a point where you can register to
vote. Please visit or contact your local
community library for more information.
(http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/
Library_Service/Libraries_Menu.asp)
If you’re 16 or over you will need your National
Insurance number to register to vote. If you
can’t find your national insurance number, visit:
www.gov.uk/lost-national-insurance-number.
(If you are not yet 16 then you won’t need your
National Insurance number to register.)

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO
REGISTERING TO VOTE
ONLINE

Get #ReadyToVote
16 and 17 year olds can now vote in
the Scottish council elections. This
means that if you’re 16 or over on
4th May 2017, you’ll be able to
vote—but you need to register first
and before midnight on Monday
17th April 2017. This is your
chance to join the 80,000 16 and
17 year olds who voted in the last
elections and it only takes a few
minutes to register online!

